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Takasi Yamazaki*: A new species of Neanotis 
(Rubiaceae) from E. Himalaya 

0 m IS:*: •Yfab<D'"y* lfufl 

A plant of Rubiaceae collected from Nepal and Sikkim has been preserved 
in the Herbarium of Tokyo University. In appearance, this plant has a resem¬ 
blance to Hedyotis biflora (L.) Lam., but the pollen is compressedly globular 
and has 10 colpi on the equatorial plane and a thick sexine of ca 3.5 /am broad 
at the equator. This kind of the polycolporate pollen indicates that this plant 
belongs to the genus Neanotis, not the genus Hedyotis. The rhomb-shaped 
caspule as seen in this plant has not been reported in the genus Neanotis as far 
as I know, so it is concluded that this plant should be treated as a new species. 

Neanotis rhombicarpa Yamazaki, sp. nov. 

Herba annua. Caulis flaccidus ascendens ramosus 8-18 cm longus glaber, 
ramis laxis divaricatis. Folia opposita, stipulis inter se conjugatis membranaceis 
latissime triangularibus apice breviter bi-aristatis, petiolis 2-8 mm longis glabris, 
laminis membrancaceis ovatis vel triangulari-ovatis apice acutis basi in petiolis 
breviter attenuatis, 1.5-4.5 cm longis 0.5-1.5 cm latis, utrinque glabris, margine 
integris berviter hirsutis. Flores in axillas foliorum superiorum solitarii vel 2-4 
in terminales oppositi, pedicellis in anthesi 2-5 mm in fructu 4-7 mm longis 
glabris. Calyx in anthesi campanulatus 1 mm longus 4-fissus glaber, lobis oblongo- 
ovatis acutis margine breviter pilosis, in fructu patelliformis 1.5-2 mm longus 
4-5 mm latus 4-setaceo-dentatus. Corolla alba, glabra, tubulato-campanulata ca. 
3 mm longa, 4-lobata, lobis ovatis acutis 1 mm longis. Stamina 4, filamentis 
brevissimis, antheris anguste oblongis ca. 0.8 mm longis. Stylus ca. 3 mm longus. 
Capsula rhombiformis 2-3 mm longa 4-5 mm lata, apice leviter emargianta 
apiculata. Semina hemisphaerica tenuiter reticulata ca. 0.8 mm longa. 

C. Nepal: Sim Chotala-Ramche-Gram, 900-1900 m (Kanai, Hara & Ohba, 
Aug. 20, 1972, 721643). E. Nepal: Janakpur zone-Sagarmatha zone, Solukhumbu 
distr. Bhandar-Sete, 1600-2500 m (Ohba, Wakabayashi, Suzuki, Kurosaki, 
Rajbhandari & S.K. Wu, Aug. 18, 1985, 8571739), Doban-Nessum, 650-1450 m 

* Botanical Gardens, Faculty of Science, University of Tokyo, Hakusan 3-7-1, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 
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Fig. 1. Neanotis rh'ombicarpa Yamazaki. Type. 


(Ohashi, Kanai, Ohba & Tateishi, Aug. 28, 1977, 772861—Typus in TI, 771152). 
Sikkim: Zalipur, below Gangtok, 1000 m (Hara, Sept. 12, 1964, 1619). 
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Fig. 2. Neanotis rhcmbicarpa Yamazaki. 1. Flower, X12. 2. Corolla opened, xl2. 3. Capsule, 
X9. 4. Pollen with 10 colpi and a thick sexine in polar view, x560. 5. Seed, X20. 


0fM bfl^bo 0$© x ' '7ii 7 &A /7l 4 

7^,U/7l 

© % ©-CllTEtbHl 3 t fell 4 l@©fg^?L^ % o 0 tctdTm<DMWM^i L < # 

E 5 ITOoH S ti'litslt 5 S 0 


□ Samuel Sprunger (ed.) : Orchids from Curtis’s Botanical Magazine 525 pp. 
1986. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. £85. £ ©$111787-1948$!© Curtis’s 
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